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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) is a United Nations organization with a
mandate to protect refugees and seek durable solutions for them.



Marking the 70th anniversary of its foundation, UNHCR is planning to hold various external �
events and activities. These will be extended till 28 July 2021, marking the date �

when the Refugee Convention was first signed in 1951.

By championing the rights of those forced to  
flee from war, conflict, and persecution, and  
by providing direct support on the ground,  
for the past 70 years we have made a difference  
to millions of lives – and we continue to do so.

UNHCR�s initial mandate was for three years 
only. Seven decades since our formation, and 
with the number of forcibly displaced rising 
each decade to almost 80 million, our work 
protecting people forced to flee is needed  
more than ever. 

Times change. Our mission hasn�t.  
Stand with refugees with UNHCR,  
marking the 70th anniversary.

70th Anniversary Campaign, 
UNHCR for 70 Years

Cover Story

UNHCR staff member meets with Syrian refugee 
children living in refugee settlement in Lebanon, which 
was affected by the storm Norma last year. 
© UNHCR/Diego Ibarra Sanchez

Contents

Refugee Protection Campaign

70th Anniversary Campaign      03

UNHCR International

Winter Campaign     04

Thank You

Your Donation Makes a Difference     10

Thank You  

Donation Agreement Form      11

Interview With You

Students of Class Garam, 6th Grade of 
Eutteum Elementary School      12

UNHCR News 

Global/Korea News     14

Learning about Refugees

Coloring     16

Signature of the 1951 Refugee Convention in Geneva, Switzerland in 1951 
© Arni/UN Archives

Publisher 
Copyright 
Date of Issue 
Distribution 

Design 

James Lynch
UNHCR Korea 
November 2020
Private Sector Partnership (PSP) Team 
UNHCR Korea 
DesignIntro Inc. 

                # Hashtag Challenge
                 Take a picture of the “With You” cover and 

share it on your social media (SNS)!  

Take a picture of the cover of the With You 2020 
Winter issue and post it on your Instagram, Facebook, 
or blogs with hashtags #UNHCR and #Withrefugees, 
and then send a text message of your post with the 
photo attached to 1666-5147 for a chance to win a 
special gift, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Jung Woo-
sung's memoir, “If you could see what I have seen.”

Valid  until Friday, January 8, 2021

A laurel wreath symbolizes UNHCR is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly

The person symbolizes persons of concern to UNHCR

Sheltering hands symbolizes UNHCR’s commitment and efforts to protect refugees and persons of concern.

UNHCR(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 
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The UNHCR carries out Winterization Assistance Programs every year to help 
vulnerable refugees prepare for cold temperatures. Thanks to your valuable donation, 
UNHCR’s life-saving Winter Aid Program, running from September 2020 to March 2021, 
has been able to help the refugees in Syria and neighboring countries to stay warm and 
safe during the winter.

Winterization Assistance Plan, 2019-2020

How did the UNHCR help refugees last winter? 

There are over 10 million refugees and internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
and Syria. The UNHCR estimates that 4 million people need urgent assistance to properly prepare 
them for the upcoming winter. In contrast to the region’s warm summer, winter in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) is harsh. Together with powerful winds, temperatures can easily fall below zero 
degree Celsius. Some areas are also hit by snow and torrential rainfall, leading to floods. The newly 
displaced, often forced to flee at a moment’s notice, rarely have appropriate winter gear like heaters or 
sturdy clothing. The majority of Syrian refugees in the region have been living below the poverty line 
for years. Winter is a matter of life and death for them. This year, COVID-19 is making the winter more 
bitter than ever.

❶ Jordan
The UNHCR provided winter cash assistance to 
approximately 370,000 individuals (December 2019), 
including over 70,000 refugee households in urban areas 
and over 22,000 households in the refugee camps of 
Zaatari and Azraq. Families received cash grants to cover 
the cost of a gas heater, a gas canister, gas refills for four 
months, and blankets for each family member.

❸ Syria
Last year, in Syria, about 810,000 individuals received 
winter assistance. Almost 2.5 million winter items were 
distributed including thermal blankets, additional plastic 
sheeting, sleeping bags, winter jackets, and winter 
clothing kits in many parts of the country.

❷ Iraq
Over 580,000 individuals received winter cash assistance 
in Iraq. This was vital to ensuring that more than 170,000 
Syrian refugees and 20,000 refugees of other nationalities 
could survive the harsh winter conditions.
“�Last winter, we arrived in Bardarash camp and 
received shelter, winter supplies, and other 
assistance from the UNHCR.” – Hadeel, a Syrian refugee – 

❹ Lebanon
In Lebanon, over 900,000 Syrian refugees received 
winter cash assistance and winter items. After examining 
the housing conditions of the refugees in the poorest 
environment, 874 families were supplied with shelter kits 
to repair the places they live in. 

“�Without the winter aid, my situation would’ve been 
very bad. It came as a savior during hardship. �
It really helped me.” – Noura, a Syrian refugee – 

Winter Campaign
Keeping  
Refugee Families Safe and 
Warm in the Harsh Winter
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Watch the video  
on Ibrahim

“When my kids tell me they’re hungry, and I 
don’t have enough money to cook for them 
or give them anything, it’s so hard,” she said. 

“I can endure it, but my children can’t.”
– Noura, a Syrian refugee – 

“�We have neither a heater nor electricity. What 
scares us the most are the strong winds and snow. 
Heavy snow could make this tent collapse.”

- Ibrahim, a Syrian refugee - 

Refugee stories  

 1    Noura,  
a mother of four from Syria

 2    Ibrahim, a father from Syria  
trying to protect his young children 
from the cold

“Cough,” Ibrahim says to his sick baby daughter, who keeps 
waking herself up in coughing fits. “Don’t be scared, baby. It 
is going to be fine.” Ibrahim whispers to soothe her, holding 
her in his arms.

The family’s tent, set up in the Bekaa Valley, seems too 
precarious to endure the winter, as it is exposed to snow, 
rain, and strong winds. This is their sixth winter here 
since leaving their hometown in Syria. In the tent, fighting 
against the bitter cold and snowstorms, all Ibrahim can do 
for his daughter is to share his bodily warmth and calm her. 

He is afraid. The only thing he wants is to keep his young 
children safe and healthy during this harsh winter.

After fleeing the besieged city of Homs seven years ago, 
Noura now lives in the Bekaa Valley in Lebanon with her 
husband and four young children. Despite escaping the 
threat of bombing, they face a new threat every coming 
winter. The children often fall ill from the cold, and Noura 
has chronic rheumatism in her arms, causing her to suffer 
from painful swelling. Hussein, her husband, developed 
epilepsy and needs medication, as well as frequent tests.

Last winter was very harsh—harsher than all the others. 
Snow and rain fell on the camp for days before the 
snow melted, inundating the camps with freezing water. 
Fortunately for the family, the UNHCR stepped in to 
support them with emergency winter aid, allowing Noura 
to purchase a heater and fuel, and to pay off some of her 
medical bills.

However, the threat of another freezing winter is 
looming again, and their situation is desperate. 
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2020-2021 

UNHCR Winterization Assistance Program

The UNHCR, in collaboration with the staff, government institutions, partners, local community 
volunteers, and other UN agencies, helps Syrian refugees and refugees of other nationalities in the region 
to stay warm and safe in the winter. The UNHCR’s life-saving Winter Aid Program runs from September 

2020 to March 2021, and focuses on three main areas of intervention:

1 Core relief items specific to the 
cold weather, such as thermal 
blankets for freezing temperatures.

2 Seasonal cash assistance* for 
vulnerable families to meet their 
extra needs that arise during the 
winter months, like buying heaters, 
fuel, food, or medicine

* to make them buy their necessity timely

3 Shelter weather-proofing kits, and 
improvements to infrastructure, 
including drainage systems in 
informal settlements to help them 
withstand the worst weather

 “The immense amount of cold during the winter forces so many refugees, �
who are already in very vulnerable situations, to make difficult choices. We provide winter 

assistance to help them, but there are many families that struggle to keep warm.” 
- Shang Mosa, Senior Field Assistant, Iraq -

“This year, the added strain of COVID-19 has made many families extremely vulnerable. �
Utilizing the helpline, as well as new modalities such as mobile money, �
at the UNHCR, we are ready to respond to refugees’ needs this winter.” 

- Rasha Batarseh, Associate Cash Based Intervention Officer, Jordan -

The refugees, whose lives and safety are under threat due to economic crisis �
from the COVID-19 pandemic, job insecurity and poverty, as well as the bitter cold, �

are in desperate need of assistance. No single refugee should be left behind. 

“Fifteen people died in our neighborhood,” Shakiba recalls. 
The 67-year-old refugee lives with her much older sick 
husband in Arsal, Lebanon, and takes cares of him.

After a blizzard hit the area last February, the couple became 
trapped inside their shelter by a deep snowdrift. “I swear, the 
snow reached up to the windows. We couldn’t open the door 
and were facing the risk of the roof collapsing,” she said. 

The UNHCR and its partners leapt into action immediately 
by clearing the debris from the roads and digging out buried 
shelters. They also distributed winter aid essentials like 
blankets and extra fuel for heating. This was exactly what 
they needed, as they had to put plastic and clothes into the 
heater to keep warm. The fumes from plastic and nylon are 
very unsafe; burning clothes in the winter could make them 
even more vulnerable the following winter.

Shakiba shovels snow daily to clear a safe path in the snow 
outside. Shoveling snow and foraging for fuel in the barren 
hills is physically exhausting, but she is also mentally drained 
from the continued uncertainty of daily life. She knows she is 
not the only one. 

“The whole settlement is tired like I am. �
We all share the same feeling here.”

- Shakiba, a Syrian refugee - 

 3    Shakiba, taking care of her sick 
husband while shoveling  
snow every day
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Winter CampaignYour Donation  
Makes a Difference

“ Keeping Refugee Families 
Safe and Warm  
in the Harsh Winter”

AfghanistanIran

The Dominican Republic
Central America

Libya

The Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC)

Ethiopia

Sahel

Greece

The Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
We provided aid including shelter assistance, 

healthcare, water, sanitation, and legal protection 
to help more than 50,000 displaced people who 

have fled armed group attacks in the eastern DRC.

Sahel
We provided support to 700,000 people affected by 
devastating floods in the region across large swaths 
of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, and Niger, including the 
distribution of shelter kits and relief items such as 
clothing, blankets, and hygiene kits to Niger, which 
has been hit the hardest.

Central America
We provided 
facemasks, hygiene 
kits, soap, food kits, 
thermal blankets, 
and mosquito 
nets (among other 
items) to three 
million people who 
have been affected 
by hurricanes in the 
region.

Afghanistan
We provided emergency shelter kits 
and essential household items such as 
blankets, plastic sheeting, water buckets, 
cooking utensils, and hygiene kits to those 
displaced from southern Afghanistan, 
where nearly 40,000 people had to flee 
due to the recent escalation of violence.

Libya
With the resumption of evacuations, 
ending a seven-month long suspension due 
to COVID-19, we provided flights for 153 
vulnerable refugees and asylum-seekers 
from Libya to Niger. 

How�is�your�valuable�donation�used?�Your�generous�support�allows�
us�to�protect�and�support�refugees�around�the�globe.�Here�are�some�
of�the�positive�impacts�your�donation�has�brought�about.

(Updates based on UNHCR operations, October–November 2020)

The Dominican Republic
We supported the Dominican Republic to allow 
for the naturalization of around 750 people born 
in the country, and provided legal support.

Germany

Greece
We assisted more than 1,000 
asylum seekers, including 139 who 
moved from Greece to Germany 
at the end of last September, in 
moving from Greece to other 
European nations.

We stepped up our efforts to improve 
living conditions, including drainage, water, 
sanitation, hygiene, and health services ahead 
of winter for some 7,800 refugees currently 
sheltered in the emergency site in Kara Tepe 
after the Moria fires.

Iran
We provided aid to some 
20,000 refugees, including 
the most vulnerable in 
need of urgent medical 
services in the aftermath 
of the COVID-19, in 
collaboration with the 
Iranian government.

Ethiopia
We provided relief items 
including temporary 
shelter, food, potable 
water, and blankets for 
over 27,000 Ethiopians 
who have fled ongoing 
fighting in the Tigray 
region for safety in 
Sudan, and helped 2,500 
refugees to be relocated 
to a safer settlement site.

How is your valuable contribution used?

Budget Organization Review & Approval Transfer to the Headquarters Transfer to 130 countries Refugee Protection & 
Support

Watch videos on how 
donations are used.

Support programs and 
budgets are created on the 
basis of the regional offices� 
assessments of beneficiaries� 

needs.

The budget is carefully 
reviewed and approved 

by the UNHCR executive 
committee.

All of your contributions are 
transferred to the UNHCR 

Geneva Headquarters.

Your contributions 
are transferred to 507 

locations in 130 countries, 
in accordance with the 

approved plan.

Your contributions are used 
to provide refugees with 
shelter, healthcare and 

nutrition, legal support and 
protection, education, water, 

and sanitation facilities.

Bank  

Account holder’s name 

Account Number  

Account holder’s date of birth 

Donor Information Are you a regular donor of UNHCR       Yes        No     ─      If yes, please fill out your name, date of 
birth, and mobile phone number only.

I hereby consent to the collection of personal information and  
bank account information indicated above for the purpose of receiving donor services.

                                                Year                                                      Month                                                      Day                  Account Holder’s Name                                                      (Signature/Seal)

Your helping hands can change the lives of refugees tremendously. Thank you for your support!

Donation Agreement Form If you would like to donate or make additional donations, please send a photo of the 
completed donation agreement form to 1666-5146.

*  If you are an existing donor who is making a one-off donation, the one-off donation will be made in addition to your monthly donation. If the Donation Agreement Form is received by UNHCR Korea after your 
regular withdrawal date, the one-off donation will be processed in the next calendar month.

*  If the amount was not withdrawn successfully due to insufficient balance in the account or any other reasons, one more attempt will be made either on the 25th of the same month (withdrawal on the 10th) 
or on the 5th of the next month (withdrawal on the 20th/25th).

*  Individual (including private business owners) and corporate donors can obtain a donation receipt in accordance with the Income Tax Act and Corporate Tax Act of the Republic of Korea.

provide your resident ID number 
if you wish to receive the donation receipt 

Select Campaign

Amount     300,000 KRW is enough to provide a family of five with a full winter kit, including high thermal blankets, 
sleeping bags, jackets, and plastic sheets, to prepare for winter.

   100,000 KRW is enough to provide four families sleeping mats so they can stay warm.
    50,000 KRW is enough to give a family sleeping bags so they are protected from the cold when they sleep.
   I will donate 30,000 KRW every month.   
   Others(   Regular      One-off )                                                                                                  KRW

These serve as examples of the usage of funds. 
The funds that you send are used in the most 
efficient and appropriate manner to help 
refugees worldwide, according to demand 
and the funds that each region has available 
at the time.

For more details, please refer to page 10 of this 
newsletter.

   The Most Needed - Winter Campaign 

Address  

If you are a new donor, do you agree to receive information for donors from UNHCR Korea?         Yes        No
Information on your donations is used only for managing your own donation. Details on UNHCR personal information and collection can be viewed by clicking the “Privacy Policy” link at 
the bottom of UNHCR Korea’s website (www.unhcr.or.kr). 

Name  

Mobile phone number 

Date of birth  

Email 

Bank Account Information
For a one-off donation, the amount will be withdrawn only once. 

Do you want to use your existing donation account?         Yes        No   ─   If ‘Yes,’ please 
indicate the type of campaign and donation amount only. 
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Students of Class Garam, 6th Grade of 
Eutteum Elementary School
With�You�met�the�students�of�Class�Garam,�6th�graders�at�Eutteum�Elementary�School,�who�made�a�valuable�donation�to�UNHCR�
after�fundraising�for�refugees�as�a�part�of�their�school�project,�“For�Refugees”�to�increase�awareness�of�global�refugee�issues�
among�the�students�last�November.

I heard that you had a debate 
on whether to receive 

refugees. How did the result turn out? 
Students  We had a debate among all the 
students in the school. The lower grades 
agreed more to receive refugees, while 
more of the upper grades disagreed. I 
think those in the lower graders just 
took pity on the refugees and wanted 
to help them, but the upper graders 
thought more deeply and disagreed. 
For example, some believed that South 
Korea is not ready to help refugees 
yet, as it does not have the necessary 
infrastructure or systems. I thought we 
would be able to help refugees better 
and promptly with a more detailed 
process and an advanced refugee 
system.

How do you feel about the 
refugee experience in class?

Students  It was just a short time for us, 
but refugees in many countries suffer 
from these difficulties for weeks or 

in various group activities. First, they 
browsed related websites, including 
the UNHCR homepage, and prepared 
material about refugees by referring 
to books about them. They held 
discussions on receiving refugees, 
and staged a play where they put 
themselves in the refugees’ shoes. Also, 
they came up with ways to help the 
refugees and promoted their campaign 
to the whole school and raised money.  

Would you tell us more about 
the project, “For Refugees?� 

What was good about it, and do you 
have anything special to share?
Students  It was good to learn more 
about the refugees. We were able to 
understand better about them during 
the debates. Fundraising for refugees 
was a good experience, too. It felt 
good to know that we can help them, 
although it is a small amount of money. 
It was all the more rewarding as we 
prepared and did it by ourselves.

Please introduce yourselves.
Students of Class Garam (“Students”)

Hello, we are Gahee Kim, Minghi 
Kim, Yebin Kim, Seojoon Kim, 
Taejoon Jeon, and Donggyu Han, 
students of Class Garam, in the 
6th grade of Eutteum Elementary 
School.

How did your project for 
refugees begin?  

Teacher  We teach global citizenship in 
moral education/social studies class. 
The students learn about the conflicts 
in the global village. I suggested they 
deal with the refugee issue as a theme 
outside the textbook. After watching 
the movie Capernaum, together, the 
students actively participated in the 

“For Refugees” project. Each group 
developed and prepared for their 
project contents by discussing amongst 
themselves.
Students  The students were engaged 

longer, and repetitively. It makes me 
feel so awful. It broke my heart to think 
there are so many refugees out there 
going through that. I felt we need to 
help them and we must address this 
problem.

How was the fundraising 
conducted?

Students  We gathered information on 
refugees to prepare a brochure and 
with its help, raised money and made 
a piggybank. We also created posters 
with information about where to 
donate and hung them up in various 
locations in the school. We fundraised 
for about three weeks. Many people 
joined us, including teachers and the 
students of the school. We distributed 
refreshments to the donors. One of the 
classmate started a YouTube channel 
to post videos on refugees to engage 
more people in refugee issues. 

What made you decide to 
donate the money to the 
UNHCR?

Students  We thought we could trust 
the UNHCR the most among all 
organizations that help refugees.

What other ways do you think 
there are to help refugees 

besides fundraising? 
Students  I think we need to let people 
know how serious the problem is. It is a 
good idea to make promotional videos 
and to send encouraging messages 
to the refugees. I will remember this 
project for a long time. It will linger in 
my memory.

Was there something new 
that you learned or changed 

the way you think during this project? 
If so, what? 
Students  I learned a lot about refugees 

from this project. I used to just take pity 
on them, but I found out that Albert 
Einstein was a refugee himself who 
fled from the oppression of the Nazis 
in Germany to other countries. It was 
amazing to know that such a respected 
figure like Einstein could be a refugee.

Is there anything you wish 
to say to refugee children?
Yebin Kim  Do not give up. 

Hang on till the last moment.
Donggyu Han  I hope you never give up and 
will muster the courage to overcome 
difficulties.
Gahee Kim  Don’t give up hope. I hope 

you will become a great person.
Minghi Kim  I have nothing special to say, but 
I’d like to introduce a person like Malala 
Yousafzai so that our refugee friends will 
not lose hope.
Taejoon Jeon  I hope you will never lose hope, 
come what may.

Are there any special gifts 
you want to send the refugee 

children in winter? 
Yebin Kim  I’d like to send them padded 
jackets or scarves to help them stay warm.
Gahee Kim  I want to give them a heater, 
steamed buns (they are sweet, warm, and 
taste good!), and a letter I wrote. 
Minjoon Kim  I want to send them a tent to 
live in, as they have no proper housing.
Seojoon Oh  I’d like to send them a letter 
and hot packs to keep them warm, both 
in terms of body and mind.
Minghi Kim  I want to give them delicious 
hot fish cake soup and corn.
Donggyu Han  I’d like to send them warm 
clothes and money, even if it is just a little.Q1

Q2
Q3

Q4

Q5

Q6

Q7

Q9

Q11

Q8
Photos of the students� PR materials on refugee issues and 
their fundraising activities

Q10

* �We thank the students of Class 
Garam and the teacher for their 
concern, passion, and warm 
messages to the refugees once again.
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Moojuk School donated for a fundraising event
Moojuk School, 
a foreign 
language 
institute in 
Busan, Korea, 
organized a 
fundraising 

event for refugees among its students. This 
event was held for two weeks starting Nov 2 
around the institute; many students showed 
interest in the UNHCR’s activities and 
participated.

Global Global

Online International Career 
Fair held by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs
The 2020 International 
Career Fair was held online 
on November 26th, hosted 
by South Korea’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, and sponsored 

by the metropolitan governments of Seoul, Busan, 
and Incheon. On behalf of the UNHCR, John 
Thomas, Chief of the Affiliate Partnerships and 
Recruitment Section, gave a presentation on 
the mission and career path of the UNHCR, and 
answered questions received in advance. Also, 
protection officer Son Yu-jin, currently working 
as a JPO(Junior Professional Officer) in the Thai 
office, shared her experiences as a JPO.

Cooperate with the KCOC(Korea NGO Council 
for Overseas Development Cooperation) for the 

“Monthly Humanitarianism” Seminar: Introducing 
the response to the Venezuelan refugees 

At the “Monthly 
Humanitarianism” 
Seminar, hosted 
by the KCOC 
on October 30, 
Eungyeong Kang, 

the first KOICA(Korea International Cooperation 
Agency) Multilateral Cooperation Officer (KMCO), 
who has been dispatched to Colombia and is 
working as an External Cooperation Officer, gave 
a presentation on the UNHCR’s response to the 
problems of the Venezuelan refugees and shared 
her experience from the site. This online event was 
attended by about 40 people, including domestic 
NGO staff members. A Q&A session was held after 
the presentation on local UNHCR programs and 
public opinion among Columbians.  

Risk Management Workshop, hosted by the 
UNHCR eCenter 
From October 28 to 30, the UNHCR Asia-Pacific 
Regional Center for Emergency Preparedness 
(eCenter) held an online workshop about risk 
management. This workshop was prepared to 
help UNHCR partners including governments, UN 
agencies, and NGOs to identify risk situations and 
respond to them effectively. From South Korea, 
decision-makers, in the event of a crisis (including 
managerial level NGO officials), participated in 
the workshop and learned how to plan, proceed, 
and evaluate risk management.

Last October, the UNHCR announced that it 
would send up to six athletes to the Tokyo 2020 
Paralympic Games along with the International 
Paralympic Committee (IPC). Dominique Hyde, 
Director of the Division of External Relations 
at the UN Refugee Agency, said that the 
UNHCR is delighted to support this initiative 
showcasing the incredible abilities of these 
refugee Paralympians who have overcome, at 
times, seemingly insurmountable obstacles in 
their training routines, as well as survived the 
COVID-19 pandemic, with indomitable resilience 
and determination.

Conference on Sustaining Support for the 
Rohingya Refugees
At an online conference co-hosted by the 
UNHCR along with the governments of the 
U.S., the U.K., and the European Union (EU), 
the international community pledged to 
protect and support Rohingya refugees with 
the announcement of funding totaling some 
U.S. $600 million. Over 700,000 Rohingya 
people have fled from the 2017 violence in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine State to seek safety in Cox’s 
Bazar, Bangladesh. There are currently 860,000 
Rohingya refugees in the Cox’s Bazar district.  

Roundtable to support refugees in the Sahel 
region 
The International Ministerial Roundtable, hosted 
by the governments of Denmark and Germany, the 
EU, and the UN last October, called for urgent and 
sustained action to meet the growing humanitarian 
needs in the Sahel region of West Africa, including 
Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger, where two million 
people were displaced due to conflict. More than 
20 donors pledged over US $1.7 billion. 

Consultations between the UNHCR and NGOs 
The annual 
consultations 
between the 
UNHCR and NGOs, 
co-hosted by the 
UNHCR and the 

International Council of Voluntary Agencies (ICVA) 
and which were held last September, called on global 
leaders to engage and integrate refugees in their 
response to COVID-19. The event, held with the 
theme of “Responding to Pandemics,” was attended 
by participants representing some 100 NGOs, as 
well as refugees themselves, academia, faith-based 
organizations, and international agencies. 

UNHCR News
The winner of the 2020 Nansen Refugee Award 
is announced 

This year’s 
laureate is 
Mayerlín 
Vergara Pérez, 
a Columbian 
human rights 
activist that 

has been working for more than two decades to 
protect children from the dangers of human 
trafficking. Mayerlín is the Caribbean Regional 
Coordinator for the Renacer Foundation, a 
non-governmental organization (NGO), and has 
helped community children, including refugees, in 
a region on Colombia’s northeastern border with 
Venezuela. In the award ceremony, held online on 
October 5th, she gave the credit for the award to 
the children she is helping. “Sexual violence 
destroys everything but cannot take one thing 
away: the dreams of the children. This award is an 
accolade for the strength, courage, and patience of 
the children.”

Join the campaign to end statelessness   
Last November, Filippo Grandi, the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, urged the 
international community to take action to end 
statelessness on the 6th anniversary of the 
#IBELONG campaign. The UNHCR launched 
the campaign in November 2014 to end limbo 
for stateless people, and has been collaborating 
closely with governments and partners around 
the world to improve legal systems and public 
awareness. According to the report given to the 
UNHCR, about 4.2 million people in 76 nations 
are still stateless. It is estimated that the actual 
number is much higher. 

UN agencies call for the reform of nationality 
laws based on gender discrimination 
At a high level event during the 75th Annual UN 
General Assembly held in September, UN Women, 
the UN Development Programme, the UNHCR, and 
the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights 
called for reform of nationality laws that discriminate 
on the basis of gender. Currently, 25 countries retain 
nationality laws that deny women the right to confer 
citizenship to their children. More than 50 countries 
have nationality laws with gender-discriminatory 
provisions.  

Support a Refugee Paralympic Team at the 
2020 Tokyo Paralympic Games

Donors invited to the exhibit “The Pulitzer 
Prize Photographs”
The UNHCR invited its donors to an exhibit 
hosted by the Seoul Arts Center and participated 
as a partner. The exhibit was titled, "The Pulitzer 
Prize Photographs: Shooting the Pulitzer (July 
1st~November 15)” and held between Oct 28 
and Nov 15. Since its first exhibit in South Korea 
in 1998, South Koreans have had the privilege to 
witness the Pulitzer Prize photographs every year. 
This year’s exhibit displayed 134 photographs 
that won the Pulitzer Prize from 1942 to 2020; 
they included photos from the Korean War, as 
well as photos of refugees. There were also pieces 
by a South Korean photojournalist who works for 
Reuters, Gyeonghoon Kim, who won the Pulitzer 
Prize in 2019, becoming the first South Korean to 
win it, for his coverage of migrants and caravans. 

Choi Jaeho, Honorary Professor of Soongsil 
University, donated KRW 100 million for 
Rohingya refugees
Honorary Professor Choi Jaeho of the 
Department of French Language and Literature 
at Soongsil University sent KRW 100 million to 
the UNHCR to help the refugees in the Rohingya 
settlement in Bangladesh. After he became a 
professor in 1989, he taught students until his 
retirement in 2015, and has always emphasized 
the importance of having an interest in global 
refugee problems and the need to help refugees. 
His generous donation will be used for the 
emergency relief program in the world biggest 
refugee camp, home to more than 860,000 
Rohingya refugees. 
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Information on  
Contribution Deductions

❶  Issuance Period of the Receipts 
for Contributions

Contribution details between January 
1 and December 31, 2020

❷ Contribution Code
Type No. 40 
(Designated donations other than 
religious organizations)

❸ Deduction Limits
Up to 30% of personal income
-  15% of personal income for contributions 

of KRW 10 million or less
-  30% of personal income for 

contributions of more than KRW 10 
million

10% of corporate income

❹ Qualified for deductions
Contributions made in the current 
year by the donors, persons subject to 
basic deductions, including spouses, 
direct descendants, and siblings

-  There are income requirements
-   The receipts for contributions are issued 

in the name of the donor only

Information on issuing tax receipts for contributions in 2020
Thank you for your support for refugee families around the world in 2020!

Issuing receipts for contributions

❶ Register donor information

Please check if your resident registration number (ID number) is registered!

If you register the 13-digit ID number with the UNHCR by December 31, 2020,  
you can easily obtain your receipt for your contribution, issued through the 
simplified year-end tax settlement service of the National Tax Service.

❷  Hometax has simplified year-end tax settlements by the National Tax 
Service(www.hometax.go.kr)

If you register your 13-digit ID number with the UNHCR by December 31, 2020, you can see and 
print out your donation details for 2020 using Hometax.
*  Please contact the UNHCR if you cannot see the receipts for your contribution at the simplified 

year-end tax settlement service of the National Tax Service.

❸ Print out your receipt on the UNHCR website(www.unhcr.or.kr)
You can log in to the site and print out the receipts for your contribution starting Jan 6, 2021.

❹ Apply by Mail(1666-5146)
If you want to receive the receipts for your contribution for 2020 through the mail, please apply by 
text message until December 31, 2020, and we will send you your receipt in early January. 
To apply, send a text message to 1666-5146. (e.g. donor name/mail application for the receipt for  
your contribution/address)
* If the information you sent does not match that of the donor, your receipt might not be sent.

❺ Other questions: 02-773-7272
For more questions, you may contact the UNHCR Donor Care team. (9 AM~ 6PM on weekdays)

See more details 
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Tell us what you think about With You! 
Help us improve our newsletter. 
We will send gifts to randomly selected survey respondents who complete the questionnaire by the deadline.
Deadline Friday, January 8, 2021
Method Scan the QR code on the right and complete the questionnaire on the linked web page.

We stayed healthy this year thanks to your generous support! 
Thank you, donors!

What was 2020 like for you? Last year, many people tried hard to adapt to different daily lifestyles  
due to COVID-19, taking care of family and friends. We appreciate your support and continuous concern and 

affection to the refugees around the world, despite the troubles caused by the global pandemic.  
We wish you and your family good health and happiness, and a year of new blessings!

Color the picture above with your own colors. Send the photo of the colored picture in a text 
message to 1666-5147, including “2020 Winter/your name/the phone number you registered at the 
time of application for donation” (e.g., 2020 Winter/John Smith/010-1234-1234). A small gift will be 
sent to those randomly selected out of those who applied until Friday, January 8, 2021. Thank you 
to those who participated in the event of the last issue.

Tel  02-773-7272 (Corporate Donation: 02-773-7075)    E-mail  withyou@unhcr.or.kr    Website  www.unhcr.or.kr
Blog  blog.naver.com/unhcr_korea    HappyBean  happylog.naver.com/unhcr    Facebook  www.facebook.com/unhcr.korea
Bank Account  Kukmin Bank 407537-01-004288 (Account holder: UNHCR)
Address  (04523) 7F. Kumsegi Building, 6 Mugyo-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea 

 Print using soy ink ─ UNHCR uses eco-friendly soy ink for the environment. 
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