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                # Hashtag Challenge
                 Take a picture of the “With You” cover and 

share it on your social media (SNS)!  

Take a picture of the cover of the With You 2021  
Autumn issue and post it on your Instagram, Facebook, 
or blogs with hashtags #UNHCR and #Withrefugees, 
and then send a text message of your post with the 
photo attached to 1666-5147 for a chance to win a 
special gift, UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador Jung Woo-
sung‘s memoir, “If you could see what I have seen.”

Valid  Until October 29, 2021 (Friday)

“Recent progress made in 
school enrollment of refugee 
children and youth is now 
under threat. Confronting 
this challenge requires a 
massive, coordinated effort, 
and it is a task we cannot 
afford to shirk.”

- Filippo Grandi, UN High Commissioner for Refugees -

UNHCR is calling on states to guarantee 
the right of all children, including refugees, 
to access secondary education, and to 
ensure they are part of national educational 
systems and planning. In addition, states 
hosting large numbers of displaced people 
need assistance in building capacity: more 
schools, appropriate learning materials, 
teacher training for specialized subjects, 
support and facilities for teenage girls, and 
investment in technology and connectivity 
to close the digital divide. 

With your valuable support, UNHCR 
will ensure access to education and 
a future for more refugee children around 
the world.

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency,  
launched its 2021 Education Report in 
September, which highlights the stories 
of young refugees around the world as 
they try to keep learning in an era of 
unprecedented disruption caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In particular, 
secondary school should be a time of 
growth, development, and opportunity. 
It increases the job prospects, health, 
independence, and leadership of 
vulnerable young refugees, and they are 
less likely to be pressured into child labor.

However, according to data gathered 
by UNHCR in 40 countries, the 
gross enrollment rate for refugees at 
elementary and secondary levels in 2019-
2020 stood at only 68 and 34 per cent, 
respectively. In almost every country, 
the rate trails that of host community 
children. Enrollment in higher education 
was 5 per cent, 2 points higher than last 
year, but this level remains low 
when compared to the global 
average.

Make a donation for 
refugee education

Read the education report 
(English)

68
%

34
%

5
%

Prim
ary sch

ool

Secondary sch
ool

Higher education

Enrolement of re
fugees 

in education

A laurel wreath symbolizes UNHCR is mandated by the United Nations General Assembly

The person symbolizes persons of concern to UNHCR

Sheltering hands symbolizes UNHCR’s commitment and efforts to protect refugees and persons of concern.

UNHCR(United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) 

Refugees and Education
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Afghanistan 
in Crisis

Since last August, the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan has been escalating.
As of September 20, conflict induced more than 630,000 internal displaced persons 
(IDPs) in Afghanistan since January 1, 2021, and 35,400 newly arrived Afghans in need 
of international protection fled to neighboring countries during the same period.

A woman prepares to light a fire to boil water in a camp for internally displaced people in Mazar-e Sharif, northern Afghanistan © UNHCR/Edris Lutfi

Airlift evacuations from the airport in Kabul ended on 
August 30, but the humanitarian needs in the country are 
still very high. Half of Afghanistan’s population are in need 
of humanitarian aid. 

There are now some 634,800 conflict induced IDPs in 
Afghanistan since January 2021. As top priorities, they are 
in need of shelter, non-food items, livelihood, and cash 
assistance.

Most land border-crossing points with Afghanistan and its 
neighboring countries have been closed, except in limited 

instances for those with passports, valid visas, or valid 
travel documents.

UNHCR continues to call on countries to keep their borders 
open to those seeking safety, as well as draw to attention 
UNHCR’s non-return advisory for Afghanistan, calling for a 
bar on forced returns of Afghan nationals.

UNHCR has recorded 35,400 newly arriving Afghans 
to neighboring countries since the start of the year, and 
the number continues to grow. A total of 10,800 Afghan 
refugees arrived in Pakistan and 16,300 arrived in Iran 

(of whom about 3,000 returned). A large majority of 
Afghan new arrivals interviewed by UNHCR report leaving 
Afghanistan for security-related reasons.

The most vulnerable among those left behind in Afghanistan 
are women and children. According to the United Nations 
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) report 
published in July, the number of civilians killed and 
injured during the first half of 2021 was the highest since 
UNAMA began its systematic documentation in 2009.

Refugees and asylum-seekers 
from Afghanistan in neighboring 
countries as of 31 Dec 2020

2.2
mil.

Est. newly arrived Afghan refugees  
in neighboring countries  
since 1 Jan 2021

35,400
명

Est. IDPs within Afghanistan
since 1 Jan 2021

over

630,000

Est. IDPs within Afghanistan
as of 31 Dec 2020

2.9
mil.

Children under 18  
among the displaced in 2021

60%80%

Women and children among 
the displaced in 2021

“It has been reported that Afghan women, fleeing 
from violence, are giving birth on roads without 
medical assistance. According to the information 
currently available, women and children make 
up nearly half of the civilians injured or killed in 
conflicts.”

- Caroline Van Buren, UNHCR�s Representative in Afghanistan -

“The extremists also threatened to kidnap any 
girls who dared to go to school. Then they started 
planting landmines in schoolyards. We had no 
choice but to come to Iran.”

- Afghan refugee in Iran -

UPDATE: AFGHANISTAN SITUATION

* https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/07/1096382
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What is the situation in Kabul at the moment?
Skirmishes continue in some areas, and we still hear 
some sporadic gunfire, but less than in the first couple 

of days. The situation is gradually returning to normality. We 
don’t know what the future holds, what’s going to happen. We 
are okay under the circumstances. The staff are still confused.

Given the security situation, to what extent are you 
able to provide assistance at the moment? What kind 
of assistance are you providing?

We have access in all 34 provinces, in 299 out of 450 districts. 
It might be okay in one area and not okay in another area, so 
it’s a mixed bag and we have to ensure staff safety. Until now, 
the Taliban have respected our premises and our operations. 
However, the situation is constantly changing, and we have to 
be cautious, not just for UNHCR and our staff, but also for our 
partners.
We are doing the emergency response for people who have 
been displaced, who need lifesaving assistance immediately, 
and people who have run away from their homes with 
absolutely nothing. We provide core relief items, we provide 
shelter, water, healthcare, sanitation, food. We also provide 
cash assistance where possible. This year alone, we’ve 
provided emergency assistance to over 200,000 people 
(340,000 people as of September 18).

What are the most urgent needs right now, especially 
for people who have been recently displaced?
Definitely food, as well as shelter, water, sanitation, 

and core relief items such as plastic sheets, buckets, blankets, 
and gas cylinders for cooking. Moreover, dignity kits for 
women. Basic relief items that people need when they run 
away from home without being able to take anything.

To what extent are Afghans able to reach and cross 
borders?
Most borders are closed. The only place where 

people can move in and out currently is at Spin Boldak, that’s 
the border with Pakistan. Over the last couple of days, 20,000 
people [have come] out, 19,000 people [have come] in. These 
are not necessarily asylum seekers; this is a very busy border, 
and these are the numbers that we regularly have. We have 

“I hope the focus on Afghanistan continues. 
UNHCR is here for the long run.”

* Translated and excerpted from the interview article published on the global website on 26 August 2021

people who go to Pakistan for medical care, we have people 
who go for school, for work, or to be with their families.

At other border points, for instance with Iran, you need a 
travel document and a visa. The borders with Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan are closed for the movement 
of people and other borders are only open for commercial 
traffic such as trucks bringing supplies.

There’s been a lot of focus on evacuations from 
Kabul airport and offers of resettlement from various 
countries. Could you please explain the difference 

between evacuations and resettlement and UNHCR’s 
different roles in these two processes?
Different countries are evacuating their citizens, their 
permanent residents, as well as Afghans who worked for 
them. UNHCR is not involved right now. When it comes 
to resettlement, we become involved, but we only do 
resettlement from the country of asylum. So, an Afghan 
citizen would have to leave the country of origin, go to a 
country of asylum and then, if there are no solutions in 
the country of asylum, then we look for a third country, 
and this is what we call resettlement. It’s a lengthy process 
that involves a number of interviews and checks and, 
unfortunately, it is only available to a very small proportion 
of the most vulnerable refugees.

Which population groups are you most concerned 
about right now?
Journalists and other media professionals, people 

who are perceived to support the former government, 
people who are perceived to support international military 
forces, and members of minority ethnic groups. For women 
and girls, the policy is not yet clear, it differs from area to 
area. In some areas, we’re being told that women should stay 
home and cannot work. In other areas, depending on the 
work they’re doing, they are allowed to work.

What can be done to help Afghans in need right now?
The first thing that we’re asking is for countries to 
keep their borders open so that Afghans who want 
to leave and seek international protection can do so. 

The second thing we’d like to ask for is support for people 
who are internally displaced, lifesaving assistance for those 
who have had to leave their homes. We also need support 
for restoring the lives and livelihoods of people who are 
returning home, rehabilitation and construction of damaged 
infrastructure, ensuring people have livelihoods.
All of these things require support from the international 
community and currently, our response in Afghanistan is only 
43 per cent funded.
I hope that the focus on Afghanistan does not fade away in a 
couple of weeks and that it continues to receive help as long 
as it needs it. UNHCR is here for the long run.

Interview with  
Caroline Van Buren, UNHCR’s 
Representative in Afghanistan*

2   UNHCR continues to conduct its regular community 
programs in the country, such as developing schools, 
constructing infrastructure, and expanding 
livelihood opportunities. This has reached more 
than 1.3 million people this year, which has 
increasingly included IDPs returning to their places 
of origin.

3   UNHCR continues to conduct some of its protection 
activities, including border monitoring, case 
management, and psychological support, and is 
providing support to pre-existing refugees and 
asylum seekers in Afghanistan.

4   UNHCR continues to work with authorities in 
countries neighboring Afghanistan to plan and 
prepare for potential movement of Afghan refugees, 
laying up key relief items, including tents and food.

Food rations to 

1,000 persons 

Emergency shelter kits to 

300 persons

Cash assistance to 

4,000 persons with specific needs

Family tents
to 12,000 persons

Non-food items
to 181,000 persons

Hygiene kits and sanitary kits
to 120,000 & 20,000 persons

Q1
Q5

Q6

Q7

Q2

Q3

Q4

Interview

UNHCR 
Responses

1   UNHCR has been able to access all provinces in 
Afghanistan, operating in some 2/3 of districts, in 
the reporting period. From January to September 
18 in 2021, UNHCR assisted some 340,000 IDPs 
through the provision of the following items.

A f g h a n i s t a n

Uzbekistan

Iran Pakistan

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

2,888,600

780,000

1,448,100

6,000

5,300

19,300

10,800

UNHCR is staying and delivering 
necessary assistance to protect and 
support the IDPs and refugees in 
Afghanistan and neighboring countries.   IDPs as of the end of 2020

  Refugees as of the end of 2020
  Refugees since 2021

Trucks carrying UNHCR core relief items, having driven overland across Pakistan, 
wait to enter Afghanistan © UNHCR/Shaheryar Anjum
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of school and started working. With this extra money, Parisa 
was able to set foot in a classroom for the first time, at the 
age of 11. At first, she found herself in an unofficial school, 
where the students only learned the basics, with no qualified 
teachers and no proper curriculum, but it was her only option. 
In 2015, Iran started allowing all Afghan children, regardless 
of legal status, to attend state schools. When Vahdat Primary 
opened with funding from the Government of Iran, the UN 
Refugee Agency, UNHCR and the European Union, Parisa got 
her first taste of a formal education. Today, some 480,000 
Afghan children in Iran benefit from this inclusive education 
policy, of whom 130,000 are undocumented Afghans like 
Parisa.

However, the pandemic threatens to derail their education. It 
was doubly harsh for Parisa, who had to wait so long to taste 
the sweetness of learning. Her father, a day laborer, said that 
he hadn’t been able to work for the past three months. While 
refugees are exempted from school fees in Iran, other costs 
associated with education, including learning materials, are still 
a burden. Despite all these difficulties, Parisa has lost none of 
her enthusiasm for her education.

In her enthusiasm lies the support from her parents. “As long 
as I can work, I will do everything for my daughters to be able 
to go to school, but it is getting harder,” said her father. “My 
wife and I feel disabled by our lack of education. We want 
things different for our children.”

Afghan Refugee 
Stories

Parisa and her sister at home in Isfahan, central Iran © UNHCR/Mohammad Hossein
Saleema in surgery with colleagues at Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi, Pakistan  
© UNHCR/Roger Arnold

“We cure and help refugees and 
residents in poor areas.”

A slow, steady beat can be heard from the heart monitor, as 
a group of doctors gathers around an operating table. Light 
illuminates a woman’s stomach. Within a few hours, Doctor 
Saleema will remove an ovarian cyst and transform her 
patient’s life. “I have a duty to help women,” she says, warmly. 

“I feel so lucky. In my community, many girls do not get this 
opportunity. I think it is in my destiny.” This sense of duty led 
her to specialize in gynecology. Every day, she delivers around 
five babies at Rawalpindi’s Holy Family Hospital and cares 
for 40 women in each ward. During the COVID-19 response, 
she treated women with the virus on the frontlines of the 
pandemic. She works long shifts and sometimes eats dinner at 
2am, but her first priority remains to help people.

Doctor Saleema has experienced a lifelong struggle. Growing 
up in the Turkmen refugee community in northwest Pakistan, 
with cultural expectations and insecurity, Saleema faced 
an endless battle for education. As a refugee, that battle 
was twofold, but she was not alone. Her father, who fled 
Afghanistan at the age of 13, was by her side at every step. 
He helped to open local schools and advocated for girls’ 
education. During daytime, he sold bananas to keep his 
daughter’s dream alive. At night, he designed carpets.

Eventually, these efforts and years of schooling helped her. 
It was not easy to get a doctor’s license as a refugee, but 
Saleema completed a residency specializing in gynecology 
at Rawalpindi’s Holy Family Hospital and obtained a medical 
license in January 2021 and was able to open a private clinic 
in June of this year. Finally, her dream of offering free care to 
those most in need in her community has come true.

Saleema’s story inspires many people. Some of the staunchest 
opponents of girls’ education in her community now invite 
Saleema to seek health advice for their wives, sisters, and 
daughters. Many now send their daughters to school in the 
hope that their daughters might follow Saleema’s footsteps. 

“I want all children to receive education. I want to 
prove that a girl can be anything if provided with 
opportunities. Whether I am in Pakistan or anywhere 
else, I want to serve humanity with my whole heart,” 
says Saleema.

Refugees and IDPs in Afghanistan and neighboring countries are 
people just like us, pursuing their dreams with enthusiasm, at 
school or work, dreaming of a better future. Given the right and 
opportunities, and environment they deserve, they have as much 
potential as anybody else.

❶ Parisa’s story

❷ Doctor Saleema’s story*

“My sister and I followed our lessons on the television, but we had 
to borrow my older sister’s smartphone to do our exams,”  
she said. “Sometimes our classes would clash, so one of us  
would have to miss a lesson. It was difficult, but I encouraged  
my sister to persevere. Thankfully, we both got good grades.”

Saleema attends to a patient at Holy Family Hospital in Rawalpindi, Pakistan  
© UNHCR/Roger Arnold

“Afghan girl who waited  
years for school now dreams of a future”

“I love school so much,” said Parisa, clutching her books to her 
chest. “My favorite subject is mathematics.” She is a sixth-
grader in a primary school in Iran. Although she is the oldest 
in her class at the age of 16, her classmates were on average 
only 12 years old, Parisa was undaunted by the age gap and 
determined to make the most of her time at school.

A decade ago, her family fled Afghanistan after the Taliban 
terrorized their neighborhood in Herat. In Iran, Parisa and her 
six siblings felt safe, but the family barely had enough to live 
on, let alone cover school costs. Parisa’s brother dropped out 

*  Saleema is the 2021 regional winner for Asia of the UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award for her 
dedication to promoting girls’ education and for her contribution to Pakistan’s COVID-19 
response as an Afghan refugee doctor.
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Afghanistan Campaign

I hereby consent to the collection of personal information and 
bank account information indicated above for the purpose of receiving donor services.

                                                Year                                                      Month                                                      Day                  Account Holder’s Name                                                      (Signature/Seal)

“Please give your support and 
donate for people in Afghanistan”

*  If you are making a regular donation on a monthly basis, the additional one-off donation will be made within 10 days of receiving the form. If the amount was not withdrawn successfully due to 
insufficient balance in the account or any other reasons, more attempts will be made later.

* Individual (including private business owners) and corporate donors can obtain a donation receipt in accordance with the Income Tax Act and Corporate Tax Act of the Republic of Korea.  

Select Campaign

Amount     1 million KRW, you can help provide emergency shelter kit (including a family tent and 2 plastic tarpaulins)  
to two displaced families in Afganistan. 

    With 500,000 KRW, you can help provide a sanitary kit(including 3 bars of laundry soap, 3 bars of toilet soap and  
2 boxes of sanitary napkins) to 40 displaced families in Iran. 

    With 300,000 KRW, you can help provide 100 sleeping mats to those affected by the displacement crisis in Afghanistan. 

    With 100,000 KRW, you can help provide a kit of core relief items (including blankets, sleeping mats, jerrycans,  
a bucket, mosquito nets and kitchen set) to a refugee family in Pakistan. 

   I will donate 30,000 KRW every month.

   Others(   Regular      One-off )                                                                                                  KRW

These serve as examples of 
the usage of funds. The funds 
that you send are used in the 
most efficient and appropriate 
manner to help refugees 
worldwide, according to 
demand and the funds that 
each region has available at 
the time.

For more details, please refer to 
page 15 of this newsletter.

   Afghanistan Campaign 

Six-year-old Zarif peeks from the tent of his grandmother, Herati,  
in Nawabad Farabi-ha camp for internally displaced people in Mazar-e Sharif, northern Afghanistan © UNHCR/Edris Lutfi

“The airlifts out of Kabul 

will end in a matter of days, 

and the tragedy that has 

unfolded will no longer be 

visible. However, it will still 

be a daily reality for millions 

of Afghans. We must not 

turn away. A far greater 

humanitarian crisis is just 

beginning.” 
- Filippo Grandi,  

UN High Commissioner for Refugees -

“I think in particular of Afghan women and girls, who have 

the most to fear. You have shown time and again how brave 

and capable and valuable to society you are. I pray that your 

strength will be met with respect, not fear or aggression. You 

deserve so much better than the situation you are now 

facing.” - Angelina Jolie, UNHCR Special Envoy –

Please give your support and  
donate for people in Afghanistan
We call on donors to remain steadfast in their support for humanitarian operations in 
Afghanistan and appeal for support. As of August 24, UNHCR’s financial appeal for the 
Afghanistan situation (including operations for Afghan refugees in neighboring countries) 
remains acutely underfunded, at only 43 per cent of a total US$ 337 million required.

Read more

“Afghanistan holds a special place in my heart. I was born in Kabul in 1965, a time of 

peace and harmony in Afghanistan. After the Soviet invasion, my family sought asylum 

in the US and moved to California in the fall of 1980. However, the country of my birth 

has inspired my books, and its people and their stories have impacted my life. The 

imminent crisis in Afghanistan is the latest in a cycle of conflict and loss that’s lasted 

more than 40 years.”  - Khaled Hosseini, Goodwill Ambassador for UNHCR -

Children carry water back to their tents in Nawabad Farabi-ha camp for internally displaced people in Mazar-e Sharif, northern Afghanistan © UNHCR/Edris Lutfi

Donor Information Are you a regular donor of UNHCR       Yes        No     ─      If yes, please fill out your name, date of birth, 
and mobile phone number only.

Donation Agreement Form If you would like to donate or make additional donations, please send a photo of the 
completed donation agreement form to 1666-5146.

Bank Account Information
For a one-off donation, the amount will be withdrawn only once. 

Do you want to use your existing donation account?         Yes        No   ─   If ‘Yes,’ please 
indicate the type of campaign and donation amount only. 

Address  

If you are a new donor, do you agree to receive information for donors from UNHCR Korea?         Yes        No
Information on your donations is used only for managing your own donation. Details on UNHCR personal information and collection can be viewed by clicking the “Privacy Policy” link at 
the bottom of UNHCR Korea’s website (www.unhcr.or.kr). 

Name  

Mobile phone number 

Date of birth  

Email 

Bank  

Account holder’s name 

Account Number  

Account holder’s date of birth provide your resident ID number 
if you wish to receive the donation receipt 
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Dream Ball 
Design Contest

A total of 1,600 young artists, from over 100 
countries worldwide, submitted drawings and 
football designs as part of the 2021 Youth with 
Refugees Art Contest. This year celebrates the 

power of sport to bring us together. One 
out of three participants were refugees, 

asylum seekers, or IDPs. The global 
jury selected the 5 global winners 

and 11 Korean winners.

UNHCR’s Youth with 
Refugees Art Contest

Global Winners*

  Gerald refugee from Cameroon
“In my drawing, I simply tried to show that sport is 
for everyone, just like the time on a clock, and does 
not look at our skin color or physical condition. Sports 
bring hope and joy to those who practice it.” 

  Hala refugee from Palestine
“I’ve loved drawing since I was young. About a year 
ago, I was attracted to the art of mandalas and I 
started painting a lot. I always try to invent new 
ideas, but I have never shown what I draw to anyone 
except for my parents. I hope that there will be 
no refugees and that everyone will return to their 
homeland and live with love, happiness, and peace.”

  James Ireland
“I play for a soccer team and I look forward to train 
and play with my team again. My artwork for this 
competition symbolizes hope. Hope is something 
that is very important at the moment for everyone – 
hope and positive thoughts.”

  Skarly refugee from Venezuela
“My drawing represents the union in sport. While 
drawing, I felt like I was exercising my mind. I’m a 
refugee from Venezuela. I’ve been in Brazil with my 
brother and my mother for one year. At the moment 
we’re in a temporary shelter. I’m already enrolled in 
the 6th year of elementary school.”

  Nadira refugee from Afghanistan
“I was born a differently abled person. The world of 
sports makes us, especially refugees and people who 
are called disabled, endeavor for the best. I have 
been passionate about drawing from an early age as 
it provides me with a tranquil space to freely express 
myself and the courage to face and overcome any 
issue in my life. I drew this football to show the 
inclusive aspect of sport and how it is capable of 
bonding people together. I wanted to show how 
sport can transform people’s l ives along with 
bringing hope and joy to everyone, everywhere.”

* We have partnered with Alive and Kicking, an ethical 
ball manufacturing non-profit, to turn five of the winning 
designs into real footballs. The balls are now on sale online. 
The funds raised will help support sporting activities for 
refugees. https://aliveandkicking.org/dreamball/

Gerald

Skarly

Students of Wirye Elementary School 4th grade class 1 and  
teacher Eunji Kim

➊ Please share with us what made you join the contest? Were there any linked 
classes?
Teacher Eunji Kim   We participated in the contest as part of our annual 
global citizen education. We learned about refugees through stories and 
talked about it. Students also had a storytelling session, with sound effects of 
sirens and gunfire, to understand and empathize with the children in regions 
of conflict.

➋ Please share some responses and feedbacks of the students.
Teacher Eunji Kim   There were different responses, such as, “it was scary 
and fun.” However, when I asked them, “what if this happens with us in real 
and the situation continues?” their attitude, especially of those who answered 
it was fun, changed.
Some children felt sorry that children were suffering even though it was not 
their fault, but have become refugees because of the fighting among adults. 
Others said it was so scary even when it was just a virtual experience, so it 
would be really difficult and sad if they left the country and parted with their 
families due to a real war.

➌ I’d like to hear what students felt about the contest.
So-yeon Lee   I didn’t know there were so many refugees, but learned 
about people who have become refugees for various reasons. I will pay more 
attention to protecting refugees in the future.
Hye-sol Ham   I was happy when I was designing a football thinking of the 
refugee kids who will play soccer with the ball I designed.
Hyo-ju Song   It was good to know about the refugee problems. Now that 
I have learned about refugees, I am more inclined toward refugee issues and 
want to help them through campaigns.

➍ Do you have anything to say to refugee children?
Na-young Kim   I hope that peace will come to you soon and you can laugh 
and run around happily again. Cheer up!
Jae-min Shin   I’ve heard that there were refugees in our country too. I 
had a refugee experience in class, and it was really scary to hear sirens and 
gunfire. I am more interested in refugee children as a global citizen from now 
on! Cheer up!
Tae-yang Kim   I hope the ball I designed will help them! I wish there will be 
no war again, and I wish I could share even a glass of water with you. Hang in 
there!

Interview with the dream ball design contestants

Students and teacher Jong-myeong Lee of  
Hapcheongaya Elementary School

➊ Can you share what made you join the contest? Were there any 
linked classes?
Teacher Jong-myeong Lee   As part of our global citizen 
education, I led a human rights project class about refugees and 
found about the contest while surfing the web. We participated in 
the contest thinking that it could help refugees just by participating 
as well as raising interest in refugee children.
Refugee can be difficult for children to understand, and we learned 
basics through the video and newspaper. Students had discussions 
over “whether Korea has to accept refugees” from various 
perspectives, and learned about the dangers and human rights 
infringement of the refugees through the case of “Alan Kurdi,” with 
related activities, including “sending a message to Kurdi.”

➋ Please share some responses and feedbacks of the students.
Teacher Jong-myeong Lee   I thought they were just children, 
and I was impressed with their response to the case of Alan Kurdi. 
A student said, “although we are at peace now, anyone can go 
through hardships like Kurdi did. It is not just a story of others but 
can be our own story.”

➌ I’d like to hear what students felt about the contest. 
On-yoo Bae   It is just a piece of paper for us, but I hope they all 
come together to help refugee children.
Jeong-hoon Park   It would be so cool if my ball is selected and 
we can play soccer with the ball I designed with refugee children in 
the school yard.

➍ Do you have anything to say to refugee children?
A-ran Kim   I can’t even imagine how dangerous and difficult it is 
for you, but I hope you stay strong and courageous.
Hyeon-woo Kim   I didn’t know these things are happening in the 
same world I live in. I will pay more attention to what is happening 
from now on. I wish you a healthy life.
Park Dan-gyeong   I don’t understand why you have to suffer 
when you did nothing wrong. I wish you peace and happiness 
wherever you go.

Hala

Korean Winners

Yuna Kim

Tae-Hwan Kim Hyeon-Seo Bae

So Yun Bae
 So Young Ahn

Jisu Lee

Si Hyun Joo
Ye Bin Kim

Min Ji Kwon

Min Hyuk Kang

Edward Hwang

Nadira

James
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2020 Tokyo Olympic & Paralympic Refugee Team

In the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games, held from July 
23 to August 8, the 29 refugee team members, 
originally hailing from 11 countries, competed in 12 
sports. A refugee paralympic team of six took part 
in the Paralympic Games, held from August 24 to 
September 5, in five sports, including Taekwondo, 
swimming, canoeing, discus, and club throwing. It 
was their second time participating in the global 
sports festivals, after the Rio de Janeiro 2016 
Olympic Games, sending a message of hope and 
unity to the world’s 82.4 million displaced people 
and the 12 million among them with disabilities 
through their challenges against hardships and 
obstacles.

2021 UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award winner 
announced

A Yemeni humanitarian organization, Jeel Albena 
Association for Humanitarian Development, won 
the prestigious award for its unwavering support 
for displaced Yemenis on the frontlines of conflicts. 
Founded in 2017, this organization has provided a 
lifeline to tens of thousands of people. Its founder, 
Ameen Jubran said, “The areas where we work are 
considered to be among the most impoverished 
and the most dangerous. We felt the danger every 
day but, despite that, we had displaced people and 
others who needed our help. We could not just 
leave them behind.” Based in the city of Hudaydah, 
Yemen, it has provided jobs and around 18,000 
emergency shelters for people who were internally 
displaced and supported displaced women to 
become self-sufficient and renovates schools. The 
UNHCR Nansen Refugee Award has honored 
individuals, groups, or organizations for going above 
and beyond the call of duty to protect refugees and 
displaced and stateless people every year since 
1954.

Conservation Team 
Leader Aurore Le 
Bouchard, and 
joined a Q&A 
session for career 
exploration. In 
addition, they had 
a chance to broaden their understanding of the lives 
of refugees by watching the documentary “Writing 
to Reach You,” produced by UNHCR in 2021 to shed 
light on refugee issues in Korea.

Writing to Reach You, a documentary produced 
by UNHCR Korea, presented and awarded at 
international film festivals

Produced by UNHCR Korea in 
2021, the new documentary 

“Writing to Reach You,” which 
deals with the stories of 
refugees residing in Korea, has 
been presented to overseas 
film festivals. It won the Best 
International Film Award at 
the “Culture & Diversity Film 
Festival” in the US, where films dealing with various 
aspects of life are screened. Furthermore, it was 
officially screened at film festivals, including the 
International Social Change Film Festival in the 
United States and the Australia Independent Film 
Festival, providing an opportunity to share the 
stories of refugees with more people.

Donations from Beomgye and 
Bitgaram Elementary Schools

In March 2021, Beomgye Elementary School made 
a donation to UNHCR through fundraising activities. 
When Kang Woo-seok was running for president, 
he planned a piggy bank fundraiser to help refugees 
whose difficulties were aggravated by COVID-19 
and made it a campaign pledge. It was not easy to 
promote in the midst of COVID-19, but with the 
help of classmates and school officials, students 
were able to raise a valuable donation. Thank you to 
everyone from Beomgye Elementary School for your 
valuable support.

The students of Bitgaram Elementary School Grade 3 
Class 3 learned about the recent worsening situation in 
Afghanistan, found related books and videos with their 
homeroom teacher, and conducted a fundraising bazaar 
on their own to help Afghan refugees and donated 
the proceeds to UNHCR. All donations will be used 
for Afghan refugees. Thank you to all the students of 
Bitgaram Elementary School Grade 3 Class 3!

James Lynch, head of UNHCR Korea, interview 
on the 70th anniversary of the 1951 Refugee 
Convention

On July 29, James Lynch, head of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Korea, had 
an interview celebrating the 70th anniversary of 
the 1951 Refugee Convention with Yonhap News. 
He talked about the meaning and importance of 
the principle of prohibition of forced repatriation, 
the significance and role of the Global Refugee 
Compact, and major refugee issues in Korea. He 
specifically mentioned that refugees are working 
and contributing to Korea as decent members of 
society and expressed his expectation that global 
awareness of refugees will be improved.

UNHCR Briefing for the response and continuous 
support for Rohingya refugees

We visited the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
KOICA, and the Civilian Council for International 
Development Cooperation (KCOC) for briefing 
to call for responses and continuous support to 
Rohingya refugees. This briefing, organized with 
the visit to Korea, of Su-jin Lee, Deputy Director of 
the UNHCR Office in Bangladesh, discussed the 
establishment of a sustainable support system for 
Rohingya refugees, as well as issues of health and 
hygiene, drinking water, gender-based violence, 
and climate change to support the host community. 
It served as an opportunity to sympathize with the 
need for continuous interest and support from the 
international community. Deputy Director Su-jin 
Lee was the first Junior Professional Officer (JPO), 
dispatched by the South Korean government 
in 1996 to the UNHCR, and became a senior 
executive in 2021 for the second time as a Korean.

Participating in an educational event to promote 
the understanding of humanitarian assistance, 
celebrating World Humanitarian Day

On August 19, UNHCR attended the event, 
“2021 Understanding Humanitarian Assistance” 
hosted by KOICA and organized by KCOC, to 
celebrate World Humanitarian Day. Institutional 
visits were conducted online considering the 
COVID-19 situation. Participants learned about 
the organization’s core missions, followed by a 
virtual tour of the office and a welcome speech by 

UNHCR News Your Donation 
Makes a Difference

Your generous support allows us to protect and 
support refugees around the globe. Here are some of 
the positive impacts your donation has brought about.
(Updates based on UNHCR operations, July ~ September 2021)

Ethiopia

Yemen

Togo

Sudan

Afghanistan

Bangladesh

*   Some of the numbers in the table above were updated, reflecting the 2020 Global Report published by UNHCR headquarters in June 2021. More information is available in 
UNHCR Korea‘s 2020 Annual Report. https://www.unhcr.or.kr/unhcr/files/pdf/2021Q2_2020_AnnualReport_Korean.pdf 

Togo
We welcomed Togo’s accession 
to the two UN Conventions on 
Statelessness in July and provided 
legal support.

Haiti
In August, thousands were killed and injured 
in Haiti due to the strong earthquake and 
tropical storms. In cooperation with partner 
organizations, we provided relief items, 
including shelters, blankets, sleeping mats, 
and solar lamps. In areas where access to 
clean water was limited, we supplied buckets, 
jerry cans, and soap to reduce the risk of 
COVID-19 and other medical risks.

Ethiopia
In early August, UNHCR regained access to Tigray refugee 
camps and resumed its operation for 23,000 refugees. We 
relocated some of the Eritrean refugees and supported the 
issuance of temporary identification documents.

Yemen
We worked with partner 
organizations to provide basic 
living items, legal assistance, 
and psychosocial support to 
seven refugee settlements. In 
addition, cash assistance was 
provided to more than 2,800 
households at risk of eviction.

Afghanistan
We provided more than 340,000 IDPs with 
emergency relief items and continued protection 
activities including border monitoring, case 
management, and psychosocial support.

Haiti

KoreaGlobal

Bangladesh
In response to the Monsoon 
rains, we supported 
investigation and repair 
of damaged shelters and 
evacuated more than 5,000 
people to safe places, 
such as other households 
or communal facilities. 
In August, we started to 
vaccinate Rohingya refugees 
older than 55 years against 
COVID-19 in cooperation 
with partners, including the 
World Health Organization.

* As of August 13, 4,000 people were 
vaccinated, out of a total of 48,000 
targets.

Budget Organization Review & Approval Transfer to the Headquarters Transfer to 132 countries
Refugee Protection & 

Support
Watch a video on  

how your donation is used.

Support programs and 
budgets are created on the 
basis of the regional offices’ 

assessments of beneficiaries’ 
needs.

The budget is carefully 
reviewed and approved 

by the UNHCR executive 
committee.

All of your donations are 
transferred to the UNHCR 

Geneva Headquarters.

Your donations are 
transferred to 520 

locations in 132 countries, 
in accordance with the 

approved plan.

Your donations are used 
to provide refugees with 
shelter, healthcare and 

nutrition, legal support and 
protection, education, water 

and sanitation.

How is your valuable donation used?

Sudan
Ethiopian refugees in Sudan’s eastern refugee 
settlements impacted by the storms were 
provided with relief items, including more 
than 2,500 shelter kits. UNHCR also assisted 
refugees with the construction and repair of 
major roads, maintenance of drainage systems 
to mitigate flood risk, and installation of 
schools, toilets, and showers in cooperation 
with partner organizations.
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A refugee boy is practicing soccer at the 
Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, 
Bangladesh. Soccer is one of the favorite 
activities among the children living in 
camps. There are more than 910,000 
Rohingya refugees living in the local 
refugee camps, more than half of whom 
are children under the age of 18.

Find five differences between the two 
pictures and send the picture with a text 
message with the photo attached, including 

“2021 Autumn/your name/cell phone No.” 
(2021 Autumn/000/XXX-XXX-XXXX) for 
a chance to win a gift. The last date is 
October 29, 2021 (Fri). We will send a gift 
to some of the applicants chosen by lottery.

Spot the Difference
“I’ll make a perfect header 
someday!”

Tell us what you think about With You!
Help us improve our newsletter. We will send a 
gift to everyone who participates in this survey 
by the deadline.

Deadline October 29, 2021 (Friday)
Method Scan the QR code below and 
participate in the survey on the linked page.

Tel  02-773-7272 (Corporate Donation: 02-773-7075)    E-mail  withyou@unhcr.or.kr    Website  www.unhcr.or.kr

Blog  blog.naver.com/unhcr_korea    HappyBean  happylog.naver.com/unhcr    Facebook  www.facebook.com/unhcr.korea

Bank Account  Kukmin Bank 407537-01-004288 (Account holder: UNHCR)

Address  (04523) 7F. Kumsegi Building, 6 Mugyo-ro, Jung-gu, Seoul, Korea 
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